
 

The Molecular Biology Institute, with generous contributions from family 
and friends, established the David S. Sigman Memorial Fund in 2002.  It 
ensures that the Sigman Lectureship will continue in perpetuity to honor 
individuals for their significant contributions to chemical biology. 

 

 
 
 

David S. Sigman was an internationally renowned 
UCLA professor who discovered chemical nucleases and 
illuminated the molecular mechanisms by which enzymes 
catalyze biological reactions. 
 

Born in New York City in 1939, 
he graduated magna cum laude 
from Oberlin College in 
Chemistry in 1960.  He received 
his PhD in 1965 from Harvard.  
After postdoctoral work, he 
served briefly as an instructor at 
Harvard before joining the UCLA 
faculty in the Department of 
Biological Chemistry in 1968.  
 
Professor Sigman's research 
bridged the fields of organic 
chemistry, biochemistry, and 
molecular biology.  He was one 

of the founding members of UCLA's Molecular Biology 
Institute, serving as its associate director from 1994-2001.  
In 1989, he added an appointment to the Department of 
Chemistry and Biochemistry.  He was a large part of the 
collegial glue that held our biomedical community together.  
As the guru for bioorganic chemistry, he was a dedicated 
mentor of younger scientists. He died November 11, 2001, 
at the age of 62, after a two-and-a-half-year battle with 
brain cancer.  His wit, insight, and creativity are greatly 
missed! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Donations to the lectureship endowment expand its potential – checks should 
be made payable to the “UCLA Foundation – Sigman Memorial Fund” and sent 
to the attention of Bo Tendis, Molecular Biology Institute - UCLA, PO Box 
951570, Los Angeles CA 90095-1570.  Your generosity is appreciated! 
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Joseph L. Goldstein is currently Chairman of the 
Department of Molecular Genetics at the University 
of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas and 
Paul J. Thomas Professor of Medicine and Genetics.  
In 1985, he was named Regental Professor of the 
University of Texas.   

 
  
 Together with his colleague Dr. Michael S. Brown, Dr. 
Goldstein has received a number of awards for their discovery of 
receptors that control cholesterol metabolism, including the Lasker 
Award in Basic Medical Research (1985), Nobel Prize in Physiology or 
Medicine (1985), National Medal of Science (1988), and Albany 
Medical Center Prize in Medicine and Biomedical Research (2003).  Dr. 
Goldstein is a member of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences, 
American Philosophical Society, and the Institute of Medicine.  He is 
also a Foreign Member of The Royal Society (London) and has 
received Doctor of Science honorary degrees from numerous 
institutions, including University of Chicago, University of Paris, and 
The Rockefeller University. 
 
 Dr. Goldstein is a past president of the American Society for 
Clinical Investigation (1985-86) and was a member of the Governing 
Council of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences (1991-94) He was 
also a Non-Resident Fellow of The Salk Institute (1983-1994) and 
served as Chairman of the Medical Advisory Board of the Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute (1995-2002).  He has also served as a 
member of the editorial boards of Cell, Annual Review of Genetics, 
Journal of Biological Chemistry, Arteriosclerosis, Science, and the 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Science.   
 
 Dr. Goldstein is currently Chairman of the Albert Lasker 
Medical Research Awards Jury and is a member of the Boards of 
Trustees of the Howard Hughes Medical Institute and The Rockefeller 
University.  He is a member of the Scientific Advisory Boards of the 
Welch Foundation, Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, Van Andel 
Institute, and the Massachusetts General Hospital.  He also currently 
serves on the Scientific Advisory Boards of several biotechnology 
companies (Genentech, Five Prime) and is a member of the Board of 
Directors of Regeneron Pharmaceuticals. 
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4:00 pm Opening Remarks and Award Presentation 
  

 Gerald S. Levey 
   Vice Chancellor, Medical Sciences 
   Dean, David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 

 Marian D. Sigman 
   Professor, Psychiatry & Biobehavioral Science, UCLA 
David S. Eisenberg 
   Director, UCLA-DOE Institute for Genomics and 
 Proteomics 
   Investigator, Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
   Professor, Biological Chemistry, UCLA 

  
 Sigman Lecture 
  

 The SREBP Pathway: How Genes Control 
 Cholesterol and Vice Versa 
Joseph L. Goldstein 
   Regental Professor 
   Chairman, Molecular Genetics 
   University of Texas Southwestern Medical School 

  
 

A reception immediately follows the conclusion of the lecture  
in the lobby outside the auditorium. 
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